KYNG HENRY THE. VIIJ.

er Thon?as Audeley Lsquier & attorney of the Duchie of Lancaster,
the parliamét adionrned to Westminster. On the sixt day of the e
came in to the parliament chambre and all the Lordes in there robes, and ther the commons :P::i(l::r.
of the nqther house presented there speker, whiche there made an eloquent Oracion which,
cosisted in two poynctes, the first poynct was that he muche praysed the kyng for bis equitie %™
and Tustice, mixed with mercy and pitie, .50 that none offence was forgotten and left vn-
ponished nor in the punishment the extremitie nor the rigor of the lawe not cruelly extend-

ed, w‘hich shuld be a cause to bridel all men from "doing like offences, and also a comforte

to oftendors to confesse .there crime and offence, and an occasion of amendment and .re-..
conciliacion. 5y ' ‘

The'second poinct was, that he disabled him selfe, both for lacke of wit, learnyng and
discrecid to so high an office, beseching the kyng to cause his commons to resort eftsones to
ther common house, and there to chose an other speaker for that parliament. .

To this the kyng (by the mouth of the Lord Chauncelor) answered that where he dis-
abled hym selfe in wit and learnyng, his awne ornate oracion there made testified the con-
trary, and as touching his discrecio and other qualities, the kyng him sclfe had well knowe
him and his doynges, sith he was in his seruice, to be both wise and discrete, and so for an
hable inan he accepted him, and for the speaker he him admitted. - : )

When the commons were assembled in the nether house, thei began to common of their .
grefes wherwith the spiritualtie had before tyme greuously oppressed them, both cotrarie to
the lawe of the realme, & cotrarie to all righte, and in especial thei were sore moued with
sixc greate causes. ' 4 : Py

The first for the cxcesse fynes, which the ordinaries toke for probat of Testamentes,.in- I
somuche that Sir henry Guilford knight of the gartir and comptrollor of the kinges house, .
declared in thc open ‘Parliament on his fidelitie that he and other beyng executors to Sir,
William Compton knight paied for the probate of his wil to the Cardinal & the Archbishop
of Caunntorburic a thousand Marke sterlyng: after this declaracion were shewed so many
extorcions done by ordinaries for probates of willes, that it were to muche to rehearse. .

The second cause was the great polling and extreme exaccion, which the spirituall men . 2
vsed in takyngof corps presentes or mortuaries, for the children of the defynct should al
dye for hunger and go a'beggyng rather then thei would of charitie geue to them t‘lle sely
kow which the dead man ought it he had but only one, such was the charitic then. sl

The third cause was, that priestes beyng suruciors, stuardes and o‘fﬁccrs to Blshopges, 8
Abhotes, and other spiritaall heddes, had and occupied Fermes, Graunges, & grasing
in cuery contrey, so that thf p(;ore husbandmen coulde hauc nothyng but of them, and ..
set for that they should pay derely. L Rk
! El‘he fourth c};’mse waspth)-:xt Ahb}:)tcs Priors and spiritual men kept Tanne houses, & bought 4
and .soulde woll, clothe and all maner of marchaundise as other temporall marchauntes
did. ) gl o
The fife cause, was because that spiritual persones promoted to great benelices, & hla.uyng &
there liuyng of ther flocke, were liyng in the courte lordes h'mjses, & toke al of t1<f: !t)t?-
rishoners, & nothing spent on the at al, so that for lack of residece bo‘th 'tl?c pocge of the
parish lacked refreshyng, &l vniuersally a}i tl;e lpanslnolllers lacked preaching, & true.ans,
struccio of Gods worde, to the greate perell of therc soules. N 0
stl”,}he sixt cause was to se one priest beyng litle learned to haue tenoe or tw‘elu.c ‘b.enefligels 6,
and to be resident on none, and to know nany \"'elfli ]czn‘ned's?_il_lg_lc'rs in the vniuexsitie which
ver able to preche & teache, to haue nether benefice nor exmbicion, , . .
‘ ('}l‘:ese thinlxges before this time might in nowise b‘e'towcblg.ed nor yet btgllfed ofwggencohrrll::]t:\ i
except he would be made an heritike, or lese al tha; he bhad, for the bishopes ¥ atte‘:m S -
celors, and had all the rule aboﬂlit the kyng, 5(«1) that no ‘man durst opce presume, i
anv thing contrary to their proffit, 6r commoditic. i

{Sut now when God had illumined the cies of the kyng, and thgt ther subtelldomges:}-;zzi
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once espied: then men began charitably to desyre a reformacion, and so at this Parliamgt
men begd to shew ther grudges. \

- Where vpon the Burgesses of the Parliament, appoincted suche as were learned in the
law being of the common house, to drawe one bill of the probates of Testamentes, another
for Mortuaries, and the thirde for none residece, ploralities, and takyng of I'crmes by spi-
ritual men. -

The learned men toke muche payne, and firste set furthe the bill of Mortuaries; whiche
passed the common house, and was sent vp to the Lordes. )

To this bill, the spirituall Lordes made a fayre face, saiyng that surely priestes®and cq-
rates toke morc then they should, and therefore it were well done to take some reasonable
ordre, thus thei spake because it touched them litle.

But with in two daies after was sot v the bill concerning probates of Testamentes, at
the which the Archbishop of Cauntorburic in especiall, and all other bishoppes in gencrall

The saiyng both frowned and grunted, for that touched ther proffite, insomuch as Doctor lhon Fisher

Ef'olf'f{f,lfer bishop of Rochester, saied openlic in the Parliament chambre these woordes: my Lordes,

shester. you se daily what billes come lither from the comind house and all js to the destruction of
the churche, for Godes sake sc what a Realme the kyngdome of Boheme was, and when
the Church went doune, then fell the glory of the kyngdeme, now with the Commons is
nothing but doune with the Charch, and all this nie semcth is for lacke of faith only.

When these wordes were reported to the Comimons of the nether hiouse, that the hishop
should say that all ther doynges were for lacke of faith, thei toke the matter greuously, for
thei Imagined that the bishop estained them as Heretikes, and so by his slaunderons woordes
would have perswaded the temporall Lordes to haue restrained there consent from the saied
two billes, whiche they before had passed, as you haue hard before.

Wherefore the Commons after long debate, determined to send the spcaker of the Par-

Acom. llament to the kinges highnes, with a greaous complayut, agaynst the bishop of LRochester,

playntmade A 30 on a day when the kyng was at layser, "Thomas Audeley the speaker for the com.

wthekyne mons and thirtie of the chicf of the commion house, came to the kynges presence in his
palace at Westminster, whiche before was called yorke place and there very cloquently de-
clared what a dishonour to the kyng and the realne it was to say that they which were elect-
ed for the wysest men of all the Sheres, Citics, and boroughes within the realme ot Lng-
lad shoulde be declared in so noble and opci presence to lacke faith, whiche was cquiualent
to say, that thei were Infidelles and no Christans, as il as Turkes or Sarasins, so that what
paync or studic so cuer thei toke for the comuon wealth, or what actes or Jawes so cuer
théei made or stablished, shulde be taken as lawes made by Panyms and hethen people, &
not worthy to be kept by christian men : wherfore he most humbly besought the kinges higa-
nes, to call the saicd bishop before im & to cause Lim to speake more diseretly of such a
nombre as was in the ¢omé house.

The kyng was not well contented with the saiyng of the bishop, yet he gently answered
the speaker, that he would send for the bishop and send than worde what answere he
made, and so they departed agayne.  After tisis the kyng sent for tic archebishope of Caun-
torburie and sixe other bishopes, and for the bishop of Rochester also, and there declared

3’;:::5‘”}” to him the grudge of the commons, to the which the bishop answered that he ment the
doinges of the Bohiemians was for lacke of faith, and not the doynges of them that were in
the common house, which saiyng wus confirmed by the bishopes being present, which had
bim in greate reputacio, and so by that only saiyng the kyng accepted his excuse and ther-
fore sent woord to the comons by sic William Fitz william knight treasoror of his house-

+ houlde, which blind excuse pleased the commons nothyn; at all.

After this divers assemblies wer kept betwene certein of the lordes & certayne of the
commons, for the billes of probates of Testamentes, and the mortuaries : the temporaltic
laied to the spiritualtic ther awne lawes and constitucions, aud the spiritualtie sore defended
them by prescripsion and vsage, to whome an answere was made by a gentleman of Greyes
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inne: the vsage hath euer ben of theu_es to robbe on shoters hill, ergo is it lawfull: with
answere the spirituall men were sore offended, because there doynges were called robberies
but the temporall men stode still by there saiynges, in so muche the sajed gentle man saie|
to the Archebishop o7 Cauntorburie, that both the exaccion of probates of Testamentes
((;l.ld tlt)e Fakynﬂg of Mortulzirlics,l as bthey were vsed were open robbery and thefi: after Jong
Isputacion, the temporall lordes bewan to | j 0 ¢ i e bi

rermayned vnconcludgd S st to leaneto the comions, butfor all that, the billes

In thé meane scason, there was a bill assented by the Lordes, and sent doune to the
commons, theffect wherof was, that the whole realme by the saied acte, did release to the
kyng all suche somes of money as he had borowed of them at the loane, in the fiftene yere
of his raigne (as you haue hard before) this bill was sore argued in the common honse but
the most parte of the commons were the kynges seruauntes, and the other were so labored
to by other, that the bill was assented to.

When this realease of the loane was knowen to the commons of the Realme, Lorde so
they grudged, and spake ill of the hole Parliament, for almoste cuery man counted it his
dette, and reconed suerly of the payment of the same, and therefore some made there

willes of thesame, and some other did set it ouer to other for debt, and so many men had.

losse by it, which caused them sore to murmur, but ther was no remedy. The kyng like a
good and .a diserete prince, seing that his commons in the Parliament house had released
the loane, entendyng somewhat to requite the same, graunted to them a generall Pardon,
of all offences, certayn great offences and debtes only except: also he aidcd them for the
redresse of there greues against the spirituautie, and caused two newe billes to be made in-
differcily, both for the probate of Testamentes and mortuaries, which billes were so reson-
able thut tiie spiritnall lordes assented to them all though thei were sore against there myndes,
and in especiall the probate of Testamentes sore displeased the bishopes, and the mor-
tuaries sore displeased the persones and vicars.

After these Actes thus agreed, the Commouns, made a nother acte for pluralities, of bene-
fices, none residence, bivog and sciling and takyng of fermes by spirituall persones, which
acte so <lispicased the spiritualtic that the pricstes railed on the commons of the common
house, and cailed them neretikes, and scismatikes, for the whieh diverse priestes were po-
nished.

This acte was sore debated aboue in the parliament chambre, and the Lordes spirituall
woulde ir nowse consent.  Wheriere the kyng pereciving the grudge of his commons, cau-
sed eight lordes and eight of lis commons to mete in the starre chambre at an after noue,
and thier was sore debatyng of the canse, insomuche that the temporall Lordes of the vpper
house, whi-h were there, toke parte with the ('o!nmgns, agaynst thc s;)il‘ilua]l lm‘dgs and
by force of re won ciused them to assent to the bil with a lite qualiiyng, whiche bill the
nexte day was wholy ug-eed to in the lovdes liouse, to the great reioisyng of the lay people,
and to the greate dispizazor of the spirituall persones. ' '

Duryng this Parliacn 1t was brousht doune to the commons, the boke of al’tlt‘,lc? whiche
the Lordes had put to ihe kyng agayuste the Cardioall, the chief articles were thesc. |

Iirst that he withent the kynges assent had prnl('umd to be a Legate, by reason whereof

oke away the right of ali bishopes and spiritnal persones. _ ‘
he{lc\nel, in z!l wx‘ii;ngrs which hcl wrot to lli()mc or auy other forayn ’I":'mo.(‘, he wrot Lgo
et L2ev meus, 1 and my kyng, as who woulde say that the kyng were his seruaunt. .

Itemr thot be hath sclaundered the church of I",n}_‘{mnd n thc_courtc of .ltomé', f(])«‘l 1t1s
sugge tion 10 be legate was to reforme the churche of Fuglande, which as he wrote was l'acta
0 reorohum censunm. ) . ) .
ml,té)u)),o )lilo without the kynges assent, caried the kynges great Seale, with hym mto Flaun-
ders when iic was sent ambassad to the Emperoure.

‘el sir Gregory de Cnssado,
i (ynges ass sent a commission to Sir Gregory « =
Item, Le without the kynges assent, Eok &)
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The loane
released.



