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& fecheourtiod that this tambe and heas

ucnmap totine s togityes. 2o deathe

fhall giue bo,that thyngthat lifecouly €
not.

Here folots foure letters

which [yr Thomas More Wrote after he had gyuen
oner the office of lord Chauncelionr of England
and b>fore be was imprifoned.

LA letier tozitten by fiv Tho. Poze
tosatffer Thomas Cromivell (than
oneoftheBinges priape counfell the
ficlf vapof frebroarp tn ppereof our
150 god, 1533. after the computacion
ofthesytires of Cngland and in the
Trb.perecfthe raigne of Ring Peary
the.bui, )

Igbt woathipfull inmp molte
party wife Frecomend inc onto
you, &ir mip cofpn Tlillpawm
* RRattal hath enfozingd me, that
yourmaifei fhip of pour govnes (hewed
pinthas it bath bene repozsed,y § baue
againit p boole of certetn articles(whis
chivas late put fo2eh tn p2int by § kiges
hortozable counf. l)raabean anfwers, ¢
belitzcres it bnto mpfatdcofinto pzint,
Ano albeie chat be foz bispare tealy bes
niedit, vef becanfehelomewhat remalts
ned 1n doubte,Wwhither pour maserhip
ga=e ¢itheria ful credes oz not,he delts
rco me fop his farther oilchacge to Des
tlave pou perp troeh.fiv as belp me god
heicher mp fatd cofetnn nog any mancls,
fienerhan anp bofie of mine to p2inr,one
02 other,finccehe fait bokeof p hpnges
counfel camefoath. 4oz of trouth plald
boke P be printed of minewas that boke
that I madcagain®t anbnknowe beve:
tihe which bath fent over a worke that
Inalketh in ouer manp mens hanves na
med the Souper of the lozd,againtt the
blefed (agrament of the altet. Pp auns
fwcre whercunto albeit that the pzins
ter (bnwave {0 me datcd)(t ANN0,1534..
by which it femeth to be p2nted lince
the feaft of the ciccum{tcion, yet boas (t
pfberp trouth boch tnade and pzinted ¢
manyp of them gone befoze Chtffmas,
aAno my (elfe neuer elpied the pzinters
oucclight inthe dbate, inmozethen thee
tockes after. And this Wwas in gob falth
the laft boke that mp cofin had of mpne.
T hich being true as of trouth it thalbe
founde, (uifile:h forhis declavacionin
this behatfe. Qs touching myne otone
fclf,3 Mal fap thus much farther, $on
mp taith 3 neuer mavg any fuch boohe

no; neuee thought todo, Y ved the faidy ¥
boke onesouer and nener moze. But §
am foz oties reading very fatreoffromn
maity thinges, whereof 3 would baue
metelp fuee Bnoinlevge,eve cugr 3 woll
makean anfivere, though the matrerg
the bookic both,concerned the pozelt ma
inatotone,t wereofthe fimplelt mans
making to. 562 of many thinges which
inthac boke be tottched, it fome 3§ know
not the lawe, ¢ infome I Bbnotve notthe
fact.aAnd therefoze would I reuer be fo
chiltify noz fo platecthe pzoud arvogant
folc,bp wh-nloeuer the booke bat bene
mabde,1 to whontfocuer the mattee ban
belonged.as to prefume tomakean aus
fwerets § bobe,concerning the mateer
wherof § neuer wer fuffictentlp lerrien
inthe lawes,nazfullp enffructed tnehe
factes,And the While the matter pacteis
nsd buro the Binges bighnes, 3 the boke
p2ofedeth openly ¥ it Wwas made bp bys
bonozable counfail,g by théputin p2ing
10 bis graces licens obrefned therunto, &
% berely teulf in gobd faith pofyour god
mind towartme,thongh I ncuer Wwyote
poun wogbe thercof, pour feife will both
thini4 [ap (o muchfoz me, thatit toere
athing fav bnlikelp, ¥ ananrwer (Geld
be mave therunto bime. Iwil bp p grace
of aimighty gob,as long asitfhal plefe
bimto lendme lifein this ozlde, i all
foch ﬁlatrs(as Famofmpductp to god

€ tbe Binges grace bounde)truly fapm
mind, g vifcharge mp cnnl’uéce,asge tg
meth apoze bounelf truema, wherfoguer
halbe by bis grare commaided. Pet
{fuerly tfit hold bappen any boke o cde
ab2obe inthe pame of hps grace ¢} hyps
bonozable cofilatl, {f p boke to nic [emed
fnch ag mp felfe pould nat haue giuen
mine olone abuife fo the making, pet
F Bnow myp boiiden ductp, to bere moze
bonour to mp pzince,and moze reueréce
fobishono2ablecounfaile,thanthat t¢
coulve beeome me for many caufes, ta
make an aiinvece buto fuch & boke,o02t0
counfail ano sbutfeanpmaelsto boit.
Anvtherfozcastisathing ¥ Y neuer
bpd



4 pid nioz entetid(d, fo X bartelp befech pou if
pou fhal aype to peccene anp ma, eitber of
cafl Wil 0z of lightnes,any luch thig repost
bp me,be fo god maittec tome, ag belpe to
b2ingbs both together. And thd neuer take
me foz bonel after,but if pefinde bis hones
tr%raembat gnpaired in pmacer.Lhnsam
3 bold bpon poar godnes toencomber pou
with mp longerubde lerter, inthe contentes
wherof, T eftloneshartelp beleche pou to be
frumaner afozelaid, good maier and frend
bnto me:toberebp pou thall binde me to be
your bedelma.wbile 3 live:as knoweth our
{020, Wwholeelpeciatl grace both bodelp and
goftty longpzeferue g kepe vou.At Chelchf

1 the inp bigileof p purificacion of our blels

fed lavp by the banv of
“Affucedly all pour ounie
@homag dPorcknight,
J sothet Ietter Wiitte by (ic homas Moze to
maifter ho.Crdwel in SFebzuarp o in Warch
inthe perc of our lozb god.1i33.after the compu=
tatio of the church of Englan, ¢ inthe.xxb.pere
of the raigne ofking Benry the eight.
X Jabt wohipful afterright bartye
L tecomEDACIns, (o itis P X amenfoys
% med, P there {8 @ byl put inagainit
=43552" me tnte the higher boule befozethe
lo20eg,cocerning mp comunicacion 1 the
nome of Eaterburp, g ini w2iting bueo her:
Wwberef ¥ notalfeslemernaile, thetrouthe
pf the matter being fuch as god § I Enofw it
19, ¢ as 3 paucplainly declared bnto pou bp
my fozmerietter's, whsrin I fofid peuthi o
goob, ¥ I am notw boldeftiones Hpon pour
gounnes to felive pou to heto mey fauour,
3 might the rather by pour good meancs,
baucacoppof bil . WWbichfene, (£F finve
anp bntruc (urmife tbevetn ag of liklibode
there is, ¥ map make mine birble fute bnto
P kinges goon grace, ¢ veclate the ccuth,ets
thev to bis grace oz by bis graces commatis
veniét, herfoener tbe macter Hal cequive.
D g am [g fure of mp teuth tovacd bhis grace,
3 cannot mifrutt bis graces fauonre tos
wardes me,bpon p trouth Bhiofoen, no; the
fugementofanp honeff ma. R oz neuer hal
there lole in this mater greue me, befngmy
felf fo innocent as god ¢ 3 knotv me,whats
(oeuer Mould bappe me therin, by the grace
of almtghtp god,who both bodelp ¢ ghotflp
prelecue pou. At Chellep this pzefent faters
pap by the hann of

Bartely all poue olome
@ho.Moze knight,
2 letteer wyitten by fic ho.Moze buto b
Benrptheeight in ;feh_;uar?n?m ﬂparcb,m%%
yere of our10:d qod.1533. after the chputacion of
the churd of England, and in the.xeb, pere of
the taige ofking Penrp the epght.
gL map like vour higbnes to calto
i\ pour gracions vemebzace, P atfuch
g time ag ofthe great weighty vome ¢

T4
office of pour chaunceller (fofth tohich fo ®+ ’

facre aboue mi mevites 02 qualities ableg
mete therfoze,pour bigbnes hab of pour ins
coparable goobnes honozed ¢ exaityd me)pe
weve (0 gwd ¢ gracious bnto me, as at mp
pozebiblefute to difcharge ¢ vifburdenme,
giuingme lfcens vd pour gracious fauouc
10 beftoto p refidue of mp life to coe,about p
paonilid foz mp foule it the exutce of gob,
¢ to be pour bedglfman g piap foz pon, it pies
1eb pont bighnes fecther co (ayebutome, ¢
foz the feruice which Y befoze had bonepou
(wich (e cha liked pounc.goodnes far aboue
mp ocleruing tocomen)p (n any futethacy

Hould afcer baue to pour grace,thac either ¥

fholococernemine honour(P ino2d it liked
vouc highues te ble bnco nmejoz P Hold pers
teine bntomy paofite, J Hould findeyour
bigbites god ¢ gracious lozdebnto me. 5o
isienow geacicus fouerain p wozidlp bos
nour is the thing whereof 3 baue vefigned
both { pofiton ¢ the delive,in,d vefignacion
ofpout moft honozabie office. And wozldy
p2ofite 3 scuft expetiens proueth and daily
moze mozethal pue.that ¥ neuer was vert
tedy theron. ot noto is my moff pumble
utevnto ponr ercellét bighnes,to beleche §
{ame (Divbat o ceder mp poze bonelfy: botw
beit pzincipailp,y of pour accnfonicd goda
nes,no fintffer tnfomacidmonepour noble
grace tohaue anp mozedifrull efmp troth
¢ denocin toward pou, tha Y baue 0z Mall
durtug mplife geuscaufe. 3762 inthis mas
teroftheniine of Caterbury, I baue vnto
guur teutty coftfeller maiffer Lgo, Crotvel
pmp f2itig as plainip veclaved § troutd,
as ¥ poflltble ci.TWbhich mp declaracion, of
bis putftoward pout grace,¢his godnes co
warkme, be bath 3 bhderftad declared bus
to yout grace.Jn any ptofal which mp dea
ling whither anp other mamay padueture
put anp dout o3 mone anp feruple of (ufpis

&

tid, P ca Y neither tell, noz lieth inmp band »

tolet, Wue vnto my felf, (¢ (3 not p odible as
nypart ofmyp (apd demneanuve to leme euil,
gberp clevenelle sfming otone confcicnce,

notweth in al § matter mp mind ¢ eutee o
god, Wiberfore molk gracious loveraine, ¥
tieither wil,nozpet ci wel beche me, ¥ pone
bighnes to ve(d 02 argue P mater,but i mp
moff humblemaner profirate at your graci
ous fete, 3 onlp beleche pour grace, W pouc

-oionebighe pzudence and pour accufemed

gobnes,conlidiv ¢ wap the matter. And (£
tpatinpour (o doing,pour ofone becteons
minde Hhal give pou ,that notwickanding
the manifold ¢ ercellent goobnes that youtr
gracious bighnes bach by o many maner
ayes bied bnto me, F were & wetche of
fuch a monffruoufes (ngratitude,as coutde
with anpeof them all , 02 any sther perfon
Huing.digrefie feom myp bounven dutpe of
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A allegeans totoard your god grace,tbandes  grace both bodpand fonle, and all that are €

five 3 no fecther fauonr at poutr gracfoule
band,thanthe loffeof all Y euer I may lefe,
goobdes,tandes,liberty and finallp myplple
with ati:wherofche keping of anp part vn-
tomp felf,could neaer Do me peniinoyth of
plealisre,but onlp thould my cdfozs be,that
aftec mp Mozt iffe and yoorlong (which
continaall profperite to godves plealure
our lod ofhismercy fend pon) ¥ Hold ones
mete pour grace againe inbeauen, ¢there
bemery with pou : where amonge mine os
ther pleafures this houlve pet beone, that
Four grace Hoio (urely fe there than,y boiw
ocuer pou take me,3 am pour true bedema
now, ¢cuer aue ben, ¢ wil be til I dbie,how
foeuer pour plefure be to vo by me. Boobe:s
ftifinthe confideryng of mp canle , pour
bigh wifedome § gracious godnes.perceue
(as F bevelp truffe {n god pou fhall) thaty
nong otherwife paue demeaned my lelf,tha
well map Fande with mp bounoen duty of
faithbfulnes totward pour ropal maie®p.thi
finmpmoff humble wile Tbefech pourmott
noble grace,that the knowlege of pourtrue
gracfous pevfinafion intbat behaife,maye
reifeue f topment of myp pzefent beauines,
conceued of the d2ead and feare (bpchat §
bere fuch a greuons bill put by pour lecned
counfaile into pout high court sfpariemet
agatnft me)leff pour %rar.e might bp lome
fintffer infozmacion, benoued any thpnge
tothinkethecontrary . Ghbich if pour bigh
nes do nat, as 3 tvafl (n god and ysur gret
goodnes(the matter by pour oton bigh piu-
Denceeramincd and confidered)pe wil not,
than inmy moff bumble maner ¥ beleche
pour highnes fereher (atbett y (n vefpect of
my foamer requett this other thing {5 berp
fletght)pet fich your highnes hath beve bes
foze of pour mere abundant goodnes heped
and accumélate bpd me(though I was ther
to farvebnivothp)from time to tinte borhe
ooz ip ¢ greathonour to.fith I notw baue
left al (uch thinges, ¢ nothing feke 0 velire
but the life to come, ¢ p8p fo2 pour grace p
while, it may like pour highnes of pour acs
B cuffomed bentgnite,fomwbat to tender mp
poze honeftp, ¥ hnener fer(bp the meane of
fuch a bpll put fozth againtt me) anpe man
takeoccalfon bereafter againft thecrothto
faunder me:which houid pet by the perpil
oftheir otwne [onles,do themlelfmoze hure
then me:wbich fhal I trull lettie mp barte
fuith pout gracfous fauout, to depende bp-
on thecomfozteof the trouth and bope of
geauen,ana not dpon the fallible oppinion
02 fone fpoken woodes of light and fone
changeable people. And thus mofk d2adde
anb moff dere fdueraine LoD,y belechethe
bleMed Trintte pelerae pour moffe noblg

pont ioell willers, and amende al the cons
trarpe; among iwhome, ifeuery be 02 guer
baue bene one, thanpzapeJ ©od that be
mape With mine open hame and deffruce
cion pectare it,

4 nother letter t2itten by liv ZTho.
?m to mapffer Lho. Cromwelt in

ebiuacp 0z in gparche, inthe pere of
our lozve.1533. after the computacion
ofthechurch of Cnglanb, and intbhe.
rru. pereolthe raigne of Binge Yenrp
theefght,

% Joht oo Gipful,after mpmoft har
ty tecomendacis , it map plefepon 5§
tobnverffan,that ¥ bane perceued
= by the relacion ofmp lonne Woper
(foz wbich 3 befeche atmighep god reward
pou)pour mof charitable labous taken foz
me tofoard p Ringes gracious highnes,in
pzocuring at bis mofk gractons banve, the
reltef ¢ comfozt of this wofull heanines iy
wbich imp hace Faveth, neither foz the lode
of goodes, landes 0; libertie, nozof anpe
vrelpect efther,0fthis kinbe of honeftp that
ffanveth inthe spinion of pecple ¢ woz1d1
teputacig:al which maner thinges (3 tha
sur lo;n)3 fo Lctle effeme foz anp affeccion
therin totwarv my felf, that J can el be c5e
tent to fubard lele ¢ fozgo0 them al e mp Ipfe
therioith, without any fertber relpite than
euenthis (ame prelent vap,either foz p ples (5
fureof god 02 of my pince.1But furelp god
maiffer Cromivel (as 3 by mouth declared
bnto pou fome part,fo; all could ¥ nepthee
than [ape noz notve (o} 1te) it thozoiolp pars
ceth,;mp poze bact,that the kinges bighnes
(hole gracions fauonr totward me farre
abouc althethinges of this nozloe 3 baue
euersoe defived,§ Wwherof,both foz thecon
fcience of mine otn troe faithful hart and
Deuocid totward bim, ¥ fo3 the manifold bes
nefites ofhis bigh gmbnes corinnallp beffo
Ined bpd me, 3 thought my Celf alivay fure)
fhoulo concewe anp fuch oppinon ofnte, as
to think that inmp communicacton,either
Tuith the niine o3 the freres , o2 inmy lettes
fnzittevnto the niine, 3 bav any other mar
nev minve, than might well fand wichthe
dutp of a tender loutng fubiect tolward pps
natercall paince: 0z that his grace (hold rece
ken inme any mance of obf(nate hart as
gaintt bis pleafure, in any thinge thatener
Hfatvo; bid cocerning his gret mater ofh(s
mariage,o0; concerning thepzimacy of the
{Pope. fRener would J wilhe other thing in
this ozl moze lifs, chan that his hpghnes
in




A inthelethinges all thae,as parfitelly knetv
mp dealing ¢ as thozotolp f&iv my mind,as
J vomy felfe,02 as god doth bimlel , whofe
ligbt patfeth deper mto mp thoughte than
mine ofvne. FFop fiv as fozthe ficlf matter,
that (s to wptte mp lctter o2 communis
cacion (it the nunne) pwboledifconrle
Yohereof, in my foymer letter § baue as
lainiy declaved bnto you as § podtblecd)
opzap § gob to withdaw thacferuple and
doutofmy good minve out of cthe kinges
noble baelt : and noncotherwile, but ag ¥
notonlp thought noue bartne,butaifo purs
poled good:and in that thing moff, in whis
(as Y pereeue) hys grace concenety mofte
35 @riefe aad (ulpicion, that (s to nttce ft myp
letter Wwhich Fivzotevnta her.And therfoze
ficlith 3 bauve by ziting declared P crouth
ofmyp dede,andamredp by mine othe to e+
zlavethe trouth of ming entent,J can deuile
na fevther thing by meto bedone fnpmater
but onelp beleche almighty God to putinto
the ipnges graciousminde, that as Gob
Bnotoech thething 18 indede, (0 hps noble
tace mapetakeit , JRotoetotoching the
econdpoint,concerning bis graces great
matter ofhis mariage,ts thentent that pou
mapefecanie wpth the betrer confcience
to makefutzonto bis bighnes fop me , I
Hall as plapnelp veclare yon mp demea-
nurein that macter, asy baue alveadp bes
¢ clared pou inthetother,fozmoze plafnip ¥
caniot,

Dir bpon a time at mp comming from
bepono the fea,inbere 3 had bene in the kins
gces bufines, 3 repapred (as mp duty nas)
vntothe kinges grace,being at that time at
Bamptd court, At which time (ovenly his
bighnes walkinginthe galery,b2ake with
meof his great macter,and Hewedane that
it inas now perceusd, ¥ bis marfage was
not onely againt the pofitiue [awes of the
church,anuthe watreeniatw of God,but als
o in fuch Wwife agatn the latveof nature,
thatit conlde in o topfe by the churche be
difpenfable. PNotwefowas (¢ befozemp gos
fng ouer p fea,d bav hard certayn thynges
moned sgaintt the ball of the difpenfacion,
concerning the woo2des (n thelato leuitps
call and the latwe beutronomicall, top2oue
the paobibicfon to be peivrediving,” Wut pet
percened 3 not arthat tpme, but that che
greter bope ofthematter,Fodein cectapne
fawres char twere founde intbe bull, ober:
by the bul Hauio bp §lato not be fufficient.
And fuche comfost was there (ntharpoint
{as farreas ¥ perceued)a god feafon,that
rounfaple on the tother pact,were fapne to
bing fozth & bytef, by whichy thep p2etended
tholedefatotes o be fupplied : the trueth of
ohpeb beicfe was by the hpnges coanlaple

B

fufpected, and much dilpgenice Wwas there
after bone fo; the trpall of that potnt: whev-
tnWwbat twas finallp founven, epther ¥ nes
et kinetwe, 0z eltes I not remember. But J
tebearie pon tb%vs » 'o the entent pou fhail
Bnoinethat the firite tyme chat eucr 3 bard
that popnt moued,that it thoulvoe be inTuch
bpgbebegrec agatnite thelawe of nature,
as the tyme inWobich as 3 beganneto tell
ott, the kynges grace Mewed it me bpms
elfe,and lapde the $B3pble open befoze me,
anbd there vebbe me the wmzbes that moued
bps bpgbhues and dyuers otber crudtie pers
fons [o to thynke, and aflied me farther
wbatmp felie thought thereon. At Wwhpch
tpme, not prefuniing tolwoke thathis bighe
nes houloe any thyng takechat point iog
themoze pzoued 0 impjoued, for mypme
mindein (o great amatcet,¥ {etoed nener-
thelelle (33 my duetp as at hps coms
nraundement) what thyng 3 thought bps
en the Wwozdes which 3 there revde. Wber-
uppon bys bpabnes acceptyng benignelp
mp (obainebnabuifed aunfwere,cominaiis
bed wie to commune ferther yth mapfer
For nowebps gracyous almopgner, and
to reabe Wwpth bym a booke that than as
in mahpng fo2 that mateer . Aftec ohps
che booke vetbe, anb myp poze oppinion efts
fones veclared bnto hps bygbnes therenp:
on,his highnes lpke a paudent and averees
oute prynce atlembled at a notber tyme
ar{hampton court,a good nombze of verp
toell learned menine . At Wwhich tyme as
farve aseucr J barde, there toere (astwasg
(n (o greate amacter moffe lpkely to beddps
uerg oppinions amonge theim . Powbe-
it 3 never barde, but that thep agreed at
that tiime bpa a certapn fozme in ehpch the
booke fhoulve be mave , whych was afecy,
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waroe at Pozke place (nmp lozde Cardps B

nalles chambze reode, (n thepzelence of
pyaers bphoppes and many leacned men.
Aanotbep all thoughe that there appered in
the booke, good and veafonable caules,
that mpght twell moue the kvnges bpglhs
nelie bepng (o bertuoufea pzynce to cone
ceae in bps mynde a rcrupl;le agapnfie
bysmaryage: Wwhpcbe Wwhile becouldenot
otheviople auopde, hedyd twell and bertus
oulelp fo2 the acquieting of bis confcience,
to feive and pzocure to haue bps doubte
becydid by invgement of the church, QAfter
thys, the fute beganne,and the legates fate
bppon the matier, During all which time
9 neuer medoled there , 1103 asa manne
mete to do, fo2 f mater wasinbanvebpan
o2dinarye p2oces of the fppivtuall latve,
ioberof ¥ couloe Ipttle (kil.And pet tobiie ¢
legates wer fitting bpon §mader, (t plefed §
kings highnestofendbmnginy cupanpll:fn;t

0:0g

Embailiate,
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QA oflondonnoto of durehne, fmembafiate

Camesap,

aboute the peace, thatatour being there
inas conclubed st Camerape , betiveene
bis highnes and the ©mperour and the
frenche Ringe. And afte mp comming hae,
bys brgbncs of hps oneipe goodnes (as
farrebaivozibpcas 3 was thereto) made
me as pon well knotoe hps chanucellour of
this telme . Soneafier Whichtime. bps
race nmoued me againe pef eftfones , to
oke ¢ coaliber bis gret matter.and wel and
inbiffcretly 1o pader (uch thinges as JHolo
find thersin. Ano ifir (o wer that thecupd it
fhould hap meto felfuch thinges as houlde
parfwade me tof part,he would glaolpufe
me amag other of his conlatlours in P mats
ter. And neuecchelelebe gracioulip vecas

43 redvnto, P b2 would inne wile,¥ 3 Houid

othet thing bo o2 (ap theretn,tha bponcpat
that Y oid percetue mine own conicience
thouid ferue me,t that 3 Hold firk loke va-
to gaD, ¢ after god bnto hum. Thbich moite
gracious toozds,was p ficlt le@s ailo P euer
tis grace gauemeat my fick contng inco
bis noble fernice. Lhis mocion was (o me
berp cofoztable,¢ much J longed beliveani
thing ¢ mp (elf cither had fene oz by ferther
fearche (hould bap to finde {2 the tone part
02§ to tother,pet tpccialip cobaue (0me cos
nn?erens tn the matter, w fome (ach ofbis

taces learned counfel,ag moll foz hispart

av labozed, ¢ moit bad found inthe mater,
TTherupo bis bighnes adigned bnio me, §
noip moft venevent fathers Archbifhoppes
of Cantetburp ¢ Pozlki, m mailer doctous
4For nokw bis graces Almoigner, ¢ maifter
Doctoz Picholas p Acatid frere. Wiberapon
3 not only fought ¢ ted,¢ as foafoath asmp
poze nitte ¢ lerning lerued mewel Waied ¢
confidered enery fuchthing ag 3 conld find
mp fel€,02 rede (nany other mas labonr § ¥
coutd get,which anp thing had WwziLte thers
tn,bat had aifc diliget cdferens W his gras
ced coitfeiiers afozefaive: wholebonours ¢
twozHips J nochingmikrul in this point,
bae § thep both baue e will vepoztvnts hps
bighnes, ¥ thep neuer found obilinate mar
ner o3 fathion inme,but amind as totward

B ¢ as confirmable,as refon could fn a marek

fputable require . Tilherupon the kinges
;:gﬁ;ms beiu?; farther aduertifed bothe b
the and by myp felf,of mp pozeoppinionin
matter{whevin to baue bene able 02 mete to
o bim fernice,q Wwold ag Y tha theted his
highues,baue bemoze glav, than of al fuch
twozlolp comonttics a5 3 efthertha had, oz
guet fholo cometo) bis bighnes gracion(lp
taking (n gre mp god mind indbehalf,bled
of his bleTcb difpolicid (n p peclecuting of
his gret wiatter,onif chale(ot wba bis grace
had good ndbze)wbofe ronfeiens bis grace
peepuicth,welg fullp per(toaded bps P pact,

And as twell mé ag any other to whom YHys ¢

bigbnes thoughe  thing to feme otberiwile,
bevfed inbis other bulines: abiding of bis
aboundant godnes neaerthelede gracions
lo2D tnto euery ma, no; neuer was willing
to put anp ma tnruffle o trovble of his cg»
icience. After this 0id I neuer nothithing
mozetherin,no; neaer anpe woztewote ¥
therein o thempatring of his graces part,
neithber befoze noz after : but fetling myp
minde tnquiet to feruc his grace (n other
thinges, ¥ wold hot (o much as loke no; let
lyebpmeany boke ofthe tother part, albeit
that Yglavlp ved afterward diners bokes P
Weremabeonbis part. N o2 nener wonid J
tede theboke that matfter Abglmaveon the
tother five,hoz otber bokestwbich er(as J
bato fap) mabde inlatten beponde § fea, 1o}
neuer gane gareto P popes p2oceding inthe
mater. gozeduct whered had fonnd inmp
ffudy,a booke Y J bad befoze boowedde of
mplodof WBathe, wbich bokebe bad mave
of thematter at fuch timeas § legates fate
bere therenpon, which boke bad ben by me
neglegeclp calk afive, g that 3 MHewes bim I
wold lende bim boe his boke againeg,he toto
me Y in god faith be bad longe time befoe
difcharged hps minde of ¥ mater,¢ baufug
fozgotten that coppy to rematne inmpbhan,
bad burned his oton copp that be had therof
at home:and becanle he no mozeminded to
meddleanp thing frtthe matter , be delired
meto burne the fame boke to. And bpon my
falth (odsd J. Welives this, dpuers other
wapsbaue J fobled mp felf,Y (Y reberfed
thé al,ic honid el apere thatd neuer baue
badagain®bis graces mariage anpmanet
bdemnenure iwherbp bis bighnes might baue
antmaner caule oz occafion of dilfplefure to
toardme. Jfoz likewife as J am not he obts
thefther £3,02 Wwhd it conld becometo taks
bpon me p determinacid o2 dicifion of fuch
aweighty mattcr,Wwherofdingrs pointes 8
gree inap pale mp leening,fo am 3 be,that
among otger bisgraces faithful (ubiectes,
bisbighnes being fn podedion of bis macis
age, il mof bartely p2ap fo; b piolperous
eitatcofhis grace, longe to continue tathe
pleafuceof god. € A8 touching the thirbe

¥
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point,ppzimacpofthe pope, I nothing med )

olein & mater. Lrouth it 18, as I told pou,
wie pe delired me to fHete pou obat J thos
nght therin, ¥ wasmp lelflGetimenos of §
mind § the p2imarcy of ra,tlgouln be begun
by thinfEieucio of god,bntflp J ted in Y mar
ter thofe thinges l{ the kinges bighnes ban
waitte in bis molf famons boke againtt the
berefies of @Partine Lucher. At § Firt redig
toberof, I moaedp kinges bighnes.eftherto
leaneout that point,s; cls to touch it moze
fenderly,foz dont of fuch thinges as afice
mighthaptofal fn queltid betwene his bigh
1es



S 11es and fonte pope,as batene painces
¢ popes binces cimes baue done., Tlher
unco his bighnes anlwered me, thache
twonld tn nawile anptht:ig mintiye of
rhatmatier,0i which thingpts bighnes
fhewes me alecre: caule,whercol I nes
vec had any thing yerd befoze. 1But (ure
Ipafter thar % vab red s graces booke
thercin, 4o manp otper thinges as J
bauc lencinchat poing bp thi3 continus
anceofchis.nil.peres fins ano moze, 3
baue fofidé,tn ctfect the (ubffans afaip
bolp docrours frofatnt $gnatiasdifple
of fainct Fobnthe eusngelrff bucoour
ownedaies both lating ¢ grekes,focons

45 fonant ¢ ageeing tnchat point, and the

thing by fuch general counfaties (3 cos
firmeo alfo, 9 10 goow faith 3 ueuerinets
ther red 1o} hacd anp thiy of foch effect
on thez tother [1de, tharcietcauld leaoe
micro thing chacwmy confiience wer wel
bifchacged,batrcatper imrigipe geet pes
rilt,if X houlde folotw cje cother (ive,%
Deny the paimacy to be pzouived bt good.
LA bich e we DIL, petcan I nothing (as
hewed pon;parcefue any commodire
eoct could coe by thardemal, Fo that
the p:tmacy 3 at (heicatl yotle inffitus
ten 0y thecozps of Chaffendome, & 102
agretorgentcaufein suotdinguffcils
mis, co:cobozate by continual fuccefs
fionn-ethanthe (pace ofa thoutande
pere at p teit{to: there are paled alinoft
a thanfao pires (1ty § ceme ofbholp fatut
Gregozp). Anveyecefozefizh al chaifter
Daimelsonecolps , 3 cannol percelue
bot aup membze therof,map withoure
the comon alient of the bodp,deparcrd
the coman heodoe, And thanifwemaype
not tawfatly levett by our felf, ¥ canot
parceiog bui tf the tbing incy atreating
inagenerall counfail, What p quelion
couio guatle, webither the primacy wee
fnfticuted ninmediatelp bp gad,o0z ozoef
ned by the chucche. As foz the generall
coanlailes afembled lawfully. 3 neuct
eould perceiue, but thacintheteclacar
cion ofthe cruth, itis to be beleued and
to be (Fanden to, the aucthozitie wherof
paght to be tabeé foz bnboutable. D; els
toeve theve in nothing no cercentie,but
thzough chiffédome bpon euctp mans
affectionate realon,al thinge mighc te
biought frodaptoBdap inta continuall
rufle+ confulion, From wbhich by the
eneval counlailes,the fpirite of god afs
iing enery fuch counfelt el allebliv,
hepceh and cuer thatl bepe the cozps of
his catholik chureh. @nd berelp fith the
Binges bighues hath (as by the boke of

btshonozable connlatle appeveth) aps
peled toche general counflatte from :Bg
wope,inwhich connlatie 3 belerhe cup
o0 (ende bis geace comifostable fpcbe,
me thinketh inmy poe minbde it couldve
be no furtherancetberebnto his graces
caufe,ifhig bigt.nes founid mbiscwn
realmebefoze, cither by lawes making
0: bokics putitng foih,lemeto devogate
anb beay,act oiely the p2imacypeof the
feeapostoitie,but aifo the ancthozite of
the geneial counfatles to. TALhich 3 ber
relg rruftehishighoes (atcibdeth not,

Fozintbe nest geueral conatail it mayp
well happen,thai this pope may be des
polet,s anocher fubizure tn bizrome,
ity iobom the kinges highnes may be
Yerv et catent, fFog albeir that 3 bauve
foz mine ownpact fuch opinion oi p por
pes pzimactess I bauc hewed you, pct
neuer thought 3 the Pope aboue the ges
neval countatle,noz neuet bave (nanye
boke of mine,put fozth among d Kinges
fubicctes (nour bulgaretcnge,anauns
ced gretly p Popes auctozite. oz albes
fry amanmay paraduéture findethers
in, P after the comen maner of alch i@
realmes, 3 fpeke ofhim as p2imate, pet
tieuer 0o 3 iFick thecon W refoning and
prouing ofchac point. And inmi booke
againtt the Palker, ¥ wzote not J wote
wel.t.cimes ¢ pet of 1o mo butoniv fait
Peter bimfrelf, fra wbhole perfon many
take not the p2imacp,enen of chole (hac
geantic none of bis(wceours,And pet
1vas that boRke mabde, p2tuted,s put toach
ofverp troath.befoze that anp of p bokes
of rhe counfatle was either painted oz
fpoke of, 1But woberas J babd w2itte ther
ofatiengthinmy confacacion befoze, &
foz the pzoofe thereof had compiled to
gether allrbatr.3 coalde fende therefore,
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at fuch tinte as 3 lictle loked that there

fhould fall bettvene the Linges bighnes
anbd the pope, fuch a bzeche as ig fallen
ffng,whan I after that [atve the thinge
Likely to 241w totward fuch bifpleafure
betweng thé, I (uppredid it btcerlp,and
neuer put wozde therof into mp booke,
but putout the vemenant withone it,
abich thing ivell declaveth, that I nes
tier entended any thing co medelinchac
matcec againit the kinges gracious ples
fatve,mbatloeuer mine olone oppinion
were therein, And thus have I good
matiter Cromivel, long troubled pour
maifferip,withalongp2oces of thele
matters, with which I neither durite,
noz it coulve become me,to enncomnber p
kinges noble grace. Wut 3 befeche p?n
02



I.‘, ;8
A foz our 1008 Tone, tat pe be not fo foes

tp ofmp nioft comberoufe fute,butthat
itmap ((kepou at fuch oppoztune ryme
0; times ag pour Wwiledomne map finoe,
to belp ¢ bis bigbnes map bp pour good
nes, be fullp enfozued ofny tene faith-
ful minde,tharhemap thevacher bpthe
meancs of pour Wwildome,and derterite
confider that tn the mater of the nonne,
there Wwas neuer onmp parce anp other
minde than good : noz pet inany other
thingelies, nener was there noz neuer
halithere be,anp further Faute founde
inme,thanthar J cannot in enery thig
thinke the (ame wap that fome other me
ofmoge ioifchonie and deper learning

15 Bo:noz ¢d finde inmine hart otherwtie

to [ap,than as mineowne cofcience gys
ueth me. @0lhich condicion bath neuer

grofong fnany thinge that enet niight €
touchbis gracfons pleafure,of any obs
ffinate mindeo; mtifle affectionacc aps

etire,butof atimeroufe conlcience,tis
ing bappelp foz 1akke of better parceps
ning, ¢ pet not without tender refpecte
bnto my mol bounden duty tolwartes
bisnoble grace. W holeonip fanonr 3
fomuch effeme,thac 3 norhing baue of
mineowninal this woztdeercept only
mp [oule,but P 3 will wich better wpil
fojgo it , than abyde of hps bighnes
onebeaupe difpleatantloke, Andthus §f
Fmake anenveofmplongtrounbelous
pioces,befeching the blefid crinite for
gredt goodnes pe (hetv me,and the gret
comfoytepevoeme:, bothe booelp and
gbofreip, to pzolper pon andin heauven
rewardepou,

Here foloto certeyn letters

and other thynges, which fyr Thomas More wrote while
he Was prifoner in the towre of London.

Biv Thomas FPoze, bpon Wwarning
gtuen hint,came befoze p hinges com

redde fecrerly bp mp (e1E,and tke othe ¢
finzed toith the acce, £ Helwed bntothe,

c miflioners at p Archebithop of Cans ¥ mp purpole nas not to put anp faute,
terbutics placcat L Abeth (pmondap  ettbet intheacro2 anp mathat madeir, g
the.rtii.day of Apzill inppercofour B2 inPorhco; anpma that finarer,noy
lozd god.1434.and in the latter ende  to codempnetbe conlcigce of anp other
ofthe.rrb.pcreofthe raigne of Ring  man.15ur asfopmy felfe in good fapth
Benep the.biit,)where e refuledthe  my conlcizce fomoued me in the thater,
othetban oftred bnto hum, Anothers that though 3 twould notdenp to fwece
uponivas be delineved to theabborof  to thefucce@ion,pet bncothacothe that
teffmintter to be keptas apzifoners  thereivas offredme, 3 could not Muere,
with whom e rematned till fridape  Yoourtheiubarding of mp lonleco pers
folowing, thi was (ent prifoner t¢  petual bapnacid. And that (fthep doubs
the toloer of London, And hozcipals  ted Wwbither Y did refufe theotbe onsly
ter bis camuming thither he \nzote a  fo: thegrudge of myp concience, 02 foz &
letterand fétirco bisclbel doughter  trpother fantaly,% was rcdp therein to
maittres Pargaret Woper:thecoppe  fatilfy them bemine och. TWhich (fehep
obevofhere folotverh. trukred not, wohat Hould they be p bets ®

ter to giue me anp othez An01f thet truf

B Pen J iwasbefore HlozocsatLds  ted that 3 would thevin (were crue, tha

beth, ¥ wasthefirt Pwascalled
in,albeit that maiffer boctour the
' vicarof Crofvonwas cor befoze

trufted 3 P ofthefr goodnes thepy wonld
not moue me to fwere the othe thacthey
offred me, percefning ¥ foz tofwere it,

tvas again{f mp confoience. Tnto this Hir Thomas
mp lo20 chaunceller faidg,that thep all Sudiep than
wereverye fozpe to bere me fape thus, 10w thices

me, ¢ diners othev. After thecanleofiny
fen>ing foz,verlared bnto me (Wwbereaf
A formewbatmeruatled inmpmind,cos

fiocring thatehep fent fo2 ho mo tepos
rallmen bucme)3 dcfired the fight of ¥
othe, which thep (hewed mebnodre the
great feale. Thanoelired 3 the fight of
the act of the fucceion, Wwbhich was des
liuered meinapainted vol. After which

and fe metbhus refufe the othbe . And
thep fapde all, that on thepge fapthe Y
Inas the berp fpait rhar euer vefuled ic:
which would canfethe Kinges bightea
to conceue great fupicton ofme ¢ great
tmotgnacion tolwatd nie,And tbzrt::bub
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