1 1o the mofte hygh and

vertuous Princefle, MARY by the grace of G O D, quene of
Englande,Spayne,Fraunce,both tctlles, lerufalem and Ireland; defene
dour of the fayth, Archeduche(fe of Auftria, Duche[fé of Burgondy,
Myliayne and Brabant,C. ounteffe of Hafpurge, Flaunders,and
Tyroll, ber highne(Je mofte humble and obedient fubiect,
VVillyam Raftell feriamit at Lowe > Wifjbeth bealth,
Wealth, honour, and félicitie,'ﬁmﬂd‘ely and
enerlaftyn 10ly,

h Hen I confidered with my felfe mooft
oratious fc}uemt;gne)_)bbat greate elos
7Y quence, excellent learninge,and morall
(&) | vertues, Were and be conteyned in the
\workes and bookes, that the Wyfe and
i vodlie man;, fir Thomas More ki hte,
W28 fometyme lorde Chauncellour Enge

| land(miy dere vucle ) wrote in the Fops
h _ |olyfh tm}ge, Jo many,and o well, as no
LTy ) g PO Englifbman(1 fuppofe Jescr wrote

the like, whereby his workes be Worthy tobe hadde and redde of enerye
Engl;ﬂpe man,that is fEudious or defirous to know and learne, not onelye
the eloguence and propertie of the Englifl tonge, but alfo the trewe do.
&tyyne of Chriftes catholike fayth, the confutacion of deteftable herefyes,
or the godly morall vertues that appertame to the framinge and  fours
minge of mennes maners and confciences, toliue a Vertuous and denout
chriften life , and when I further confidered , that thofe workes of his
were not yet all imprinted and thofe that were imprinted, were in foye
rallvolumes and bokes,whereby it were likely , that afwell thofe bokes
of his that were already abrode in print, as thofe § were yet vnprinted,
Should intime percafe perifb and veterly vanifh away(to the great loffe
and detriment of man 1y JvnlefJe they were Zathered together and printed
a1 one Whole volume for thefe canfes(my moft gracions licge Lady)] dyd
diligetly colleft and gather to gether, as many of thofe his Workes,bokes,
letters,and other Writinges,printed and vuprinted m §j Englifl tonge,as
L could come by,and the  Jame('certain yeres in the enil world paftkeping
i my handes,Very furely and  fafely Juow lately hane caufed to be imprin

g ted



ted in this one Yolume, to thintent,not onely that esiery man § will now
in our dayes maye hane and take commoditie by them, but alfo that they
may be preferued for the profit likewife of our pofteritie V¥ hich Workes
Who [0 Will take paines diligently and aduifedly to perufe and rede,fhall
therby fhortly attain gret knowledge,afvel for the increfing of al kindes
of godly vertues and holy liinge as for the confirming of bis one faith,
and efchuing and confuting qffll peruerfe opinions,falfe doctrine and de
uillyfbe berefies,if be be not vtterly deftitute of Gods grace, and blinded
both with oof¥nate and [bubburne maliceand alfo With proude and ar.
rogant prefumptic. And this volume thus finifbed the lajt day of. Aprill
in this yeare of oure Lorde G 0 Daggy. Lyoure graces humble obediete
and fasthfull fubiect,do dedicate vnto your moft excellent maseflie, as to
that perfon,to whom fpecially of all Worldelye creatures , 1 trufte this
boke [halbe mofte a¢ceptable both for that( 1thinke) that it beinge red
of many,as it is likely to be,fball much belpe forwardeyoure MasefFies
moft godly purpofein purging this youre realme of all Wwicked herefres,
(Wwhich are,thankes be to almighty God, thorowe bis great goodnes and
Your Maicfties meanes,very much abated,and as 1 truft , if it may pleafe
Zodto graunt your highnes log to reigne ouer vs,which I befeche bim o
#is moft mercifull goodnes to do,in time fhalbe clearely extinct) and for
that alfo that fyr Thomas More(the aucthor of thefe workes ) Whyle be
byued,dyd beare towardes your highne(Je a fpeciall zeale,an entier affece
tion ,and reuerent dewocion: and on thother [yde lykewyfe your grace (as
it is Well knowen )had towardes him in bis life time,a benewolent mynde
and [ynguler faunoure, not onelye /Br his great learnynge, but alfo for his
moch more vertue. And I am fully perfivaded,y your highnes good affec
ctio toardes him;is no whyt myny(Jhed now after bis death, i&t rather
by bisworthy workes and godly ende more and more encreafed, who now
(beyngewith almyghtie G O D, and lyuynge in heanen With hym )with
miuche greater Xgale and dewocion towardes your maieftie , than be bad
whyle he lyued here in earth, ceaferh not to praye to God for the kinges
maicftie for your hyghne/Je your fubietles,your realmes,and domynions,
and for the common welth, and catholyke religion of the fame , and for
all chriften realmes alfo.  And this ccmodious and profytable bok e thus
beynge dedscated vnto your hyghnes, 1 your obedient fubieft moft buma
blye praye and befeche your maieftie, to be the patrone and defendour of
the fame,wherby I am well affured,it fhall muche the rather, be ioyoufly
enbrafed and bad ineflymacion of all trew Englyfhe bartes.



